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MODERN RETREAT BASED IN NATURE
PAMELA SANDLER ARCHITECT
THE BERKSHIRES, MASSACHUSETTS
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C O V E R   S T O R Y :  P A M E L A    S A N D L E R   A R C H I T E C T

N C A R B   
U P D A T E ONE  AIA25 / NCARB UPDATE

TWO  COVER STORY: PAMELA SANDLER ARCHIITECT

THREE TO SIX  UMASS AMHERST: THESIS WORK + STUDIOS + AIAS UPDATE

SEVEN + EIGHT  MOUNT HOLYOKE UNDERGRADUATE THESIS WORK

TEN   EMERGING PROFESSIONALS: SONIHA NUZRAT ASSOC. AIA

TWELVE   THINGS TO DO + SEE IN WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS

FOURTEEN   IN MEMORIAM: GEORGE H. BALSLEY AIA

I N    T H I S    I S S U E :

Summer 2025 NCARB Updates
Kerry Bartini AIA 
MA licensing advisor to NCARB

NCARB’s Annual Business Meeting concluded 
in mid-June in Scottsdale, AZ, home to Frank 
Lloyd Wright’s Taliesin West.  
It marked the beginning of Ed Marley 
FAIA’s Presidency.  Ed’s thoughtfulness and 
incredible dedication to helping shape our 
profession will be instrumental to continuing 
the valuable work NCARB.  
Over two-and-a-half days, volunteers met 
for several business sessions discussing 
upcoming resolutions and elections; 
participated in workshops; and held 
regional meetings.  
The weekend concluded with the President’s 
Reception and NCARB Annual Banquet.

AIA25 in Boston took over the Seaport this year and was a great chance to catch 
up with peers and industry trends.  The continuing education didn’t hurt either!  
The conclusion of the Annual Business Meeting and Caucuses on Wednesday 
opened up voting for the president elect, at-large director and treasurer.  Yiselle 
Santos Rivera AIA will be AIA’s president for 2027, Jason Takeuchi AIA an at-
large director, and Lisa Kennedy FAIA treasurer.  Thursday’s keynote and opening 
remarks also marked the opening of the expo fl oor, busy as ever, with over 
600 vendors participating.  And yes, there were puppies - very sleepy puppies!  
Bryan C. Lee Jr., FAIA, NOMA, received the 2025 AIA Whitney M. Young Jr. 
Award, while LPA Design Studios took home the 2025 AIA Architecture Firm 
Award.  WMAIA also hosted a lunch at a nearby restaurant on Thursday.  Mark 
your calendars for next year in San Diego!

PHOTOS:

ABOVE: Taliesin West in Arizona

LEFT: Boston Convention & Exhibition Center

TOP RIGHT: Thursday’s Keynote & Opening Remarks

BOTTOM RIGHT: Berkshire native (and best 
friend of WMAIA President Kerry Bartini)                                                         
Sarah Towne’s product DurraPanel made its debut at 
AIA25.  The Australian company will be setting down 
roots in the US this year.     

Created as a year-round retreat for a multigenerational family, the home is a thoughtful study in scale, 
materiality, and connection to its setting. At the heart of the design is an open-concept kitchen, dining, and 
living area where white oak beams, clean architectural lines, and a commanding stone fi replace come 
together to form a space that is both inviting and refi ned. Natural, mixed materials are used throughout 
the home, creating a cohesive language that echoes the textures and tones of the surrounding landscape. 
Expansive windows frame panoramic views of the lake and landscape beyond, blurring the boundaries 
between indoors and out. Multiple decks, a sunroom, and minimalist cable railings extend the living space 
outward while maintaining unobstructed sightlines and a light architectural footprint.

NEWSLETTER  OF  THE  WESTERN  MASSACHUSETTS  CHAPTER

WMAIA  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT:
KERRY BARTINI AIA 
PRESIDENT ELECT:
GARRISON PIERS-GAMBLE 
ASSOCIATE AIA
TREASURER:
JODY BARKER AIA
SECRETARY:
CARYN BRAUSE FAIA
PAST PRESIDENT:
GARTH SCHWELLENBACH AIA
MEMBERS:
WENDY BROWN AIA
MOHAMED IBRAHIM AIA
ROBERT MARCALOW AIA
HECTOR MARTINEZ AIAS
SHELBY PARRISH ASSOC. AIA
STEPHEN SCHREIBER FAIA 
KRISTIAN WHITSETT AIA
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:
LORIN STARR

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:
RACHAEL CHASE

EMERGING PROFESSIONALS 
COORDINATOR

GARRISON PIERS-GAMBLE 
ASSOCIATE AIA
ARCHITECT LICENSING ADVISOR

KERRY BARTINI AIA
WEBSITE MANAGER

JULIE WAGGONER HON. WMAIA
SOCIAL MEDIA  
SHELBY PARRISH ASSOC. AIA                      
FILM SERIES

ANDREW BAGGE AIA
DISASTER ASSISTANCE COORDINATOR

LUDMILLA PAVLOVA-GILLHAM FAIA
COTE COMMITTEE CHAIR

JILLIAN DECOURSEY AIA

THE WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
THE WMAIA NEWSLETTER IS PUBLISHED FOUR TIMES A YEAR. IT IS CIRCULATED TO ALL MEMBERS, ADVERTISERS AND 
SUBSCRIBERS. PLEASE DIRECT ALL NEWSLETTER CORRESPONDENCE TO RACHAEL CHASE, AT EDITOR@WMAIA.ORG. ARTICLES, 
PHOTOS, NOTICES OF EVENTS AND OTHER INFORMATION ARE WELCOME. OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN THE NEWSLETTER ARE NOT 
NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE WMAIA. THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT OR REVISE MATERIAL AS SPACE AND 
SUBJECTIVE OPINION PERMIT.

  OF  THE  AMERICAN  INSTITUTE  OF  ARCHITECTS

COVER PHOTO: LOU GRAF     COVER STORY PHOTO: PSA



3 4

M E T A L   B U I L D I N G   D E S I G N   C O M P E T I T I O N   2 0 2 2      M E T A L   B U I L D I N G   D E S I G N   C O M P E T I T I O N   2 0 2 2      CONGRATULATIONS UMASS
M.ARCH STUDENTS!

CONGRATULATIONS UMASS
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Department of Architecture
at the University of Massachusetts Amherst

Department of Architecture
at the University of Massachusetts Amherst

Located in Chicopee, Massachusetts, this thesis explores how 
elementary school design strategies for optimal learning and optimal 
safety can successfully coexist. 

Every year, we feature student work in the Summer Issue of 
the WMAIA Newsletter, as a celebration of the architectural 
education happening in Western Massachusetts. This year, nine 
MArch students graduated in the class of 2025, with thesis 
presentations that ranged in scale and focus, from adaptive 
reuse of mill buildings to mixed use development. A selection of 
projects are featured on the following pages. 
We want to acknowledge the students, the thesis advisors and  
faculty, as well as the many WMAIA community members who 
serve as outside jurors during the Spring semester - thank you! 

S H A G H A Y E G H    B E H N A M F A R

F R E Y A   J O H N S E N

E M M A    P I C A R D I 

INTERGENERATIONAL PATHWAYS

FABRICATION REIMAGINED: TRANSFORMING FAST FASHION INTO SUSTAINABLE BUILDING MATERIAL

RESPONSIVE, RESILIENT & REPLICABLE: MAKING THE CASE FOR A COMMUNITY LAND TRUST IN HOLYOKE, MA

Situated in Eastworks, a former textile mill in 
Easthampton, MA, this thesis proposes a textile 
recycling plant that transforms fast fashion 
waste into sustainable architectural materials.

This thesis explores a nontraditional approach to affordable 
housing development in Holyoke, Massachusetts, through the design 
of an urban community land trust (CLT). 

T Y R E S E    D O W N I E ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DESIGN FOR OPTIMAL LEARNING AND SAFETY

THESIS ADVISORS: PARI RIAHI AIA - CHAIR / JORDAN KANTER ASSOC. AIA - COMMITTEE MEMBER

THESIS ADVISORS: ERIKA ZEKOS ASSOC. AIA - CHAIR 
RAY MANN AIA - COMMITTEE MEMBER

THESIS ADVISORS: ANN MARSHALL AIA - CHAIR 
STEVE SCHREIBER FAIA - COMMITTEE MEMBER

THESIS ADVISOR: SANDY LITCHFIELD - CHAIR  /  JOSEPH KRUPCZYNSKI HON WMAIA
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S T U D I O   W O R K

U M A S S   D E S I G N   B U I L D   # 4 

U M A S S   D E S I G N   V I   W I T H    G I R L S   I N C .

Department of Architecture
at the University of Massachusetts Amherst

Department of Architecture
at the University of Massachusetts Amherst

U M A S S   A I A S   P R O J E C T   U P D A T E S H E C T O R   M A R T I N E Z   A I A S

This past semester, the UMass AIAS successfully completed two impactful community projects. The fi rst involved designing and 
building a Little Free Library at University Village, a housing complex designated for UMass students with children. Our goal was 
to create a playful and engaging structure that promotes literacy and community connection. Students in the chapter were involved 
in every step of the process—from early ideation to fabrication and fi nal installation. The library is now actively in use by residents 
and their families. Our second initiative was a partnership with Stavros Center for Indepenant Living Inc. to build a residential 
accessibility ramp for a local community member. This hands-on project gave students the chance to engage directly with inclusive 
design practices and gain construction experience, all while supporting someone in need. It was a powerful learning experience that 
underscored the importance of equity and service in architecture.

Erika Zekos’ Design VI Studio partnered with Girls Inc. 
of the Valley to develop design schemes to make the 
organization’s outdoor spaces welcoming and enjoyable 
for participants of all ages. 
They also worked closely with a group of teens to 
design and build a transformable bench especially for 
them.

CASITA DE VIDA

UMDB 2025 

The Fourth UMass Design Build Project is now under construction! The design was undertaken in the spring of 2025 in a combined 
course (Arch 404, 603 and BCT 490) that brings together undergraduate and graduate architecture students from UMass with Five 
College Architectural Studies students and UMass BCT students. This year, we collaborated with the Greater Springfi eld Habitat 
for Humanity and the Holyoke Housing Authority which enabled us for the fi rst time to meet with the future owners of the home that 
we designed. The meeting made a signifi cant impact upon the class in realizing the signifi cance of our work. The project will be 
installed on a parcel within Holyoke’s Hope VI neighborhood. Ben Leinfelder is leading the build this summer and assisted Professor 
Naomi Darling AIA with the design studio in the Spring. The greater teaching team for the program includes Rob Williams AIA,   
BCT faculty Carl Fiocchi and Kent Hicks. 

P R A G A T H I   C H A N D R A M O U L I THE CULTURAL RIBBON: INTEGRATING INDIAN HERITAGE INTO MIXED USE HUB

H A R R I E T    D A L L A M ACHIEVING HEALTH EQUITY THROUGH NEIGHBORHOOD DESIGN INTERVENTIONS

This thesis proposes a sustainable, mixed-use cultural hub in New York City that blends traditional Indian architectural elements with biophilic and 
climate-responsive design—featuring mass timber, stepwells, courtyards, Jaali screens, and a symbolic “red ribbon” pathway—to honor Indian 
heritage, foster Indian-American integration, and serve as a cultural framework that bridges past and present while promoting identity-centered 
urban design and environmental stewardship. THESIS ADVISORS: ERIKA ZEKOS ASSOC. AIA - CHAIR   /  RAY MANN AIA - COMMITTEE MEMBER

THESIS ADVISORS: STEVE SCHREIBER FAIA - CHAIR 
ANN MARSHALL AIA - COMMITTEE MEMBER
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M O U N T   H O L Y O K E   
U N D E R G R A D   T H E S I S   P R O J E C T S

M O U N T   H O L Y O K E   
U N D E R G R A D   T H E S I S   P R O J E C T S

L A U R E N   M A D S E N M I C A H    C A G A M P A N G  -  H E L L E R

XINYI QI

PROMOTING RESILIENT LANDSCAPES: STORMWATER MANAGEMENT FOR THE PUBLIC SEEING WALLS: A STUDY OF SEPARATION AND CONNECTION IN MANILA

SEATS, STAGES, THRESHOLD: MAPPING POWER IN THEATRICAL FORM 

EXISITNG

PROPOSED

I S A B E L   C O L I N A FURTURING THE FABRIC OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD: POSSIBILITIES FOR THE MEANING OF PLACE IN CAMBRIDGE, MA

M E G H A N    M A C B E A T H THE ARCHITECT AS CHOREOGRAPHER: A MOVEMENT CENTERED APPROACH TO DESIGNING SPACES

THESIS ADVISOR: NAOMI DARLING AIA

THESIS ADVISOR: NAOMI DARLING AIA

THESIS ADVISOR: NAOMI DARLING AIA

THESIS ADVISOR: LISA HABER-THOMSON

THESIS ADVISOR: NAOMI DARLING AIA

A careful reading of the form and materiality of colonial infrastructure in Manila, the Philippines, exposes the extent and limitations of the 
colonial dominated archive. Seeing Walls reveals a history of material resistance against the walls that divide the city through informal 
architectural additions. My thesis considers the rich history that produced precedents of resistance and proposes a design strategy that 
deconstructs and transforms the Postigo de La Nuestra Señora De Soledad, a small hidden gate in the Intramuros fortifi cation. By partially 
obscuring and inhabiting this section of the fortifi cation, using bamboo scaffolding of coastal villages and textile boat sails in juxtaposition with 
the stone wall, my aim is to circumvent the reproduction of colonial ideology in architecture.

This thesis project explores narratives of spatial justice and Arendtian action in 
the polis by envisioning a democratized theatre space that fosters a shared, 
interactive experience of theatrical exchange. The research section (Act 1 – Act 
3) interrogates the socio-anthropological aspects of performance, spectatorship, 
and power – more specifi cally, how power is performed through the actor-
spectator relationship and further legitimized and amplifi ed through modes of 
display. This inquiry is then contextualized through an examination of distinctive 
architectural typologies and their organizational instruments, mapped and 
expounded as spatial mechanisms of demarcation and control. The design 
section (Act 4 – Act 5) grounds the theories in concretized forms by adaptively 
reusing a vacant paper mill in Holyoke, MA as a multi-stage performance 
complex. Through a cross-section that traverses fi ve stage types with varying 
functions and capacities, the complex radically embodies unifi ed multiplicity 
as a conscious mode of being. By redefi ning access as openness and freedom 
as collective agency, the universal theatre reimagines the use of performance 
space as inclusive, participatory, and accessible to all.

This project asks the questions: what 
can placemaking do to benefi t the 
community in an affordable housing 
context? Concurrently through this 
thesis, I questioned what part the 
designer has in this process, and how 
this role changes if the process is a 
participatory one? I have found that 
placemaking can be an important and 
effective tool to empower communities. 
The interventions I propose provide 
jumping-off points of inspiration for 
what can be done, but are necessarily 
speculative and vague, maintaining 
the possibility for the community to use 
this place in planned and unplanned 
ways. My task as a designer is 
to leave room for interpretation, 
designing for a future of peace and 
potential, serving the community with 
compassion. 

The kinesthetic experience of architecture is integral to how we experience and relate to the built environment. Dance as an 
embodied practice highlights the kinesthetic experience of moving through space, and can provide insight into how movement 
through architectural spaces can be designed with the kinesthetic experience in mind by translating choreographic methods 
into the architectural design process. My design proposal implements choreographic strategies in the design of a series of 
interactive play structures for the Mount Holyoke College campus, designed to facilitate full-bodied recreational movement. 

This project promotes the implementation of 
ecological stormwater management techniques on 
private landscapes. As much of the land across the 
country falls within the hands of private ownership 
rights, homeowners are at high risk of property 
damage as the frequency and intensity of storms 
increases as climate change continues to worsen. 
Through educational design, public exposure to 
such design practices on sites such as parks and 
sidewalks will push residents to apply similar 
techniques within their own local landscapes–
effectively reducing runoff. This project reimagines 
the City of Oswego, NY as it is transformed into 
a green and increasingly resilient landscape, 
effectively mitigating the threat that increased 
weather events has on residential landscapes.
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Solutions

Contact us:
Don Schabacker
dschabacker@pellasales.com

Visit our NEW showroom!

Pella Windows & Doors
69 Ashley Avenue
West Springfield, MA 01089

Where are you from?

I’m originally from Dhaka, Bangladesh, where I 
earned my Bachelor of Architecture and spent 
several years practicing at different architecture 
fi rms. Eventually, I pursued my Master of 
Architecture at Miami University in Ohio. Since 
2023, I’ve been working at Dietz & Company 
Architects in Springfi eld, MA.

Why Architecture?

For me, architecture is more than designing 
structures. It’s about shaping the spaces where 
life unfolds. It’s never been about the walls and 
roofs; rather it’s the environment where people 
live, grow, connect and create memories. I’m 
encouraged by the way architecture helps us to 
observe and experience the world in a deeper, 
more meaningful way.

What is it that you’re doing and why is it important?

Architecture has given me the opportunity to 
focus on communities and help people turn their 
visions into reality. I believe architecture can care 
for people, especially those who are vulnerable. 
To me, every project, whether it’s a home or a 
community center, should be more than just a 
shelter; it should create an emotional connection. 
In addition to that, I’m currently working toward 
my architectural license by studying for the 
licensure exams and logging AXP hours.

What’s something cool that you’re working on    
right now?

I’m currently working on a meaningful project 
at Dietz & Company Architects: designing 
a community center for public housing. I’m 
collaborating with one of my mentors, and what 
makes this project special is the participatory 
approach. We’ve been engaging directly with the 
future users of space, and their input is actively 
shaping the design. I really value this kind of 
collaborative process.

What’s the best thing about supporting your 
community; or how does your architecture 
training help prepare you for being active in your 
community?              
I’ve always aspired to be a community-focused 
architect, someone who collaborates with 
people, not just designs for them. I believe true 
architecture happens when the user is part of 
the process. My undergraduate thesis, set in a 
rural village in Bangladesh, was a transformative 
experience. It showed me that architecture isn’t

just about structures, it’s about capturing lives, 
cultures, and memories. Like the urban theorist 
Jane Jacobs, I believe true design comes from 
community participation, not top-down planning. 
Working on rural infrastructure projects after 
graduation deepened my commitment to listening, 
observing, and understanding how people live. 

What are you interested in working on in the 
future?

Looking ahead, I want to focus on housing design 
and community-based projects. I want to create 
affordable, sustainable solutions that respond 
to real needs. I believe architecture should 
be inclusive and accessible, and by combining 
thoughtful design with innovation, we can build 
spaces that truly support people and strengthen 
communities. I want to be part of projects that not 
only provide shelter but also improve quality of 
life and bring people together.

What are you known for; or what do you think your 
expertise is?

I have skills in hand sketching, watercolor, and 
acrylic painting. I’m good at solving functional 
challenges, especially in residential and 
healthcare design projects, where creating 
effi cient and user-centered spaces is essential.

What would you like to learn more about?

I’d love to learn more about how emerging 
technologies such as BIM and advanced modeling 
tools can transform the way we approach 
architecture. I’m especially interested in how 
these innovations can help make design processes 
more sustainable and effi cient. I also want to 
deepen my understanding of material techniques 
and how smart material choices can contribute 
to affordable, resilient design. I also want to 
deepen my knowledge in collaborative design 
practices, particularly how architects can work 
alongside other experts. 

What’s your favorite restaurant?

I really enjoy Desi cuisine, especially Bangladeshi 
and Indian food. One of my favorite restaurants 
is a cozy spot in Dhaka, Bangladesh called Pine 
Wood. It’s not just the food that stands out; the 
architecture is equally impressive. The design 
beautifully integrates nature with green spaces 
that create the feeling of dining within a natural 
setting. It’s a perfect blend of good food and 
thoughtful architecture.

Sonhia was a recent recipient 
of a WMAIA EP Grant.  She 
writes, “I am appreciative 
of the support provided by 
WMAIA through the Emerging 
Professionals Grant. The grant 
facilitated access to valuable 
resources and study materials 
that were instrumental in 
preparing for my Architectural 
Registration Examination 
(ARE). This opportunity has 
contributed signifi cantly to my 
professional development and 
progress toward licensure. I am 
grateful for WMAIA’s continued 
contribution in the future of the 
profession.”

The WMAIA EP Grant Program 
providews grants in the 
amount of up to $250 each 
to Emerging Professionals in 
Western Massachusetts who are 
furthering their architectural 
career.

Six grants will be awarded 
annually on a rolling bi-monthly 
basis.  Applicants are eligible 
to receive 1 grant per year 
and are encouraged to reapply 
annually.  For more information 
visit our website at www.wmaia.
org/emerging-professionals/
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In 2019, Iceland constructed the 
fi rst memorial to mark the death 
of its Okjökull glacier. Since 
then, funerals have been held 
around the world to mark the 
melting of glacier bodies. These 
rituals of collective grief amplify 
the current state of climate 
emergency while expressing the 
intimate entanglement of human 
and environmental well-being.

Co-organized with the Williams 
College Museum of Art, Ohan 
Breiding’s Belly of a Glacier 
features an experimental 
documentary fi lm and a 
photographic installation that 
connect this act of mourning 
to ongoing practices of care 
that strive to preserve ice — a 
material that contains both 
remnants of the past and the 
conditions of a future world. 
Breiding captures the efforts 
of the residents of Obergoms, 
Switzerland, to drape the nearby 
Rhône Glacier with thermal 
blankets to insulate it from rising 
temperatures. Despite these 
hope-fi lled actions of ecological 
care, scientists predict the Rhône 
will have fully melted by 2050.

OHAN BREIDING   Belly of a Glacier
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  I N   M E M O R I A M  

G E O R G E   H .  B A L S L E Y   A I A
Longtime chapter member George H. Balsley AIA passed away peacefully 
on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17, 2025 at Cooley Dickinson Hospital with his 
wife and two sons close at his side. An Amherst native, George attended the 
Clarke School for the Deaf in Northampton, Amherst Regional High School, 
Hartwick College in Oneonta, NY, and The Boston Architectural College.  
Using his lifelong experience with deafness, he created a new specialty 
called “Designing for the Deaf” -- an expertise he shared with WMAIA 
through a program in 2012.  He worked for many years at Kuhn Riddle 
Architects. Here is a personal remembrance from Chris Riddle AIA Emeritus.
George and I worked together for many years at Kuhn Riddle Architects, 
producing projects for several clients, perhaps the largest number for 
Clarke School for the Deaf; George was a graduate of the Clarke 
School.  In the offi ce, he communicated through speech reading mostly, 
though he was also fully literate in American Sign Language. George 
became one of our go-to guys for ADA work, both for accommodation 
for hearing-impaired people and general ADA and MAAB compliance.      
He was our Universal Design expert.
I’ll add that he was gifted athletically, especially with downhill skiing*.
The bottom line:  George was a warm-hearted and funny member of the 
offi ce community, a delight to have around and to learn from.

* George was a member of the Deaf Ski Team and participated in the Deafl ympics at Adelboden, Switzerland. He came in 17th overall 
for the cumulation of three events he participated in. He thought “that wasn’t bad”. He also skied in the World Alpine Ski Championship 
at Les Arcs, France and fi nished 8th in the slalom event.

Modern design.
Advanced performance.
Bring authentic modern design, precision 
engineering, and industry-leading innovation to your 
clients with Marvin Modern windows and doors. 
High-Density Fiberglass provides maximum material 
strength, thermal performance, and expansive glass 
to help achieve your vision.

For expert tools, resources, and support, 
visit marvin.com/pros.

“  The thin profiles really helped us 
create this blurring of whether 
you are inside or outside.” 

—    Paul Lewandowski, 
Architect, Paul Designs Project

©2025 Marvin Lumber and Cedar Co., LLC.
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The enews is sent several times a month and is used to communicate information about programs and other opportunities.  
If you are not receiving this information, please contact director@wmaia.org

A note about WMAIA’s enews: 
Are you receiving our regular enews?  
The enews is sent several times a month and is used to communicate information about programs and other 
opportunities.  Be sure we have your correct email address! If you are not receiving this information, please contact 
director@wmaia.org
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Look for:

COTE program on ADUs

Architects’ Offi ce Hours for Emerging Professionals
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BCT Programs

Holiday Gathering

Check WMAIA enews to see upcoming WMAIA programming!
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