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The AIA New England Design Awards were presented on September 30, 
2016 in Portland, Maine. 
Kuhn Riddle Architects received a People’s Choice Award for Excellence in 
Architecture for their multi-family housing project: Olympia Oaks Housing, 
Amherst Massachusetts.  
Congratulations Kuhn Riddle!

AIA NEW ENGLAND PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD

Completed in 2014, the project consists of 11 buildings containing 42 affordable rental 
units and a community building. Rental units vary from one, two and three bedroom units. 
The 42 units of housing are located in 5 townhouse buildings and 6 triplex buildings. The 
site is developed along two axes. Along the north-south axis is a common green space 
that includes a central playground, bordered by 4 of the townhouse buildings. The east-
west axis is a path that runs from the community building through the central playground, 
community gardens and connects with the existing nature trail on site. The site is unifi ed by 
a loop road which connects both axes. Core design goals include community connections, 
accessibility, affordability and energy effi ciency.
The architect and owner’s main objective was to create an environment conducive to 
health, wellness, and a sense of community. Emanating out from the center common, 
townhouse units are staggered along the North-South axis to break forms in order to 
defi ne and highlight individual entrances. This in turn nurtures a sense of ownership and 
encourages stewardship of one’s unit. Porch spaces are widely used throughout the 
site, providing a bridge between public and private spaces. The East-West axis guides 
the pedestrian from the community building through the heart of the site and into the 
surrounding woods by means of a trail which connects to other area trails. The site is also 
sloped on this axis, allowing the community building to become an organizing node at the 
western end of the axis offering views of the community in its entirety.
The project provides 3 fully accessible units and 8 adaptable units, allowing the owner to 
convert such units to meet the needs of their tenants. The project also includes 3 units for 
hearing impaired individuals. The site is fully accessible with an accessible route that leads 
to a nearby bus stop west of the community and to other pedestrian routes.
The project aimed for and achieved high levels of energy effi ciency. This goal was 
achieved through super insulation with a 12” double stud R-45 wall, R-60 roof, R20 
below-grade walls, and sub slab insulation of R10. This, coupled with diligent air sealing 
and tenant education, led to the project receiving an Energy Star Certifi ed rating and an 
average 49 HERS rating. The project is oriented and designed for the future installation of 
a photovoltaic panel system.

SITE PLAN
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IN THE WORKSIN THE WORKS STEPHEN DIETEMANN ARCHITECTSBURR AND McCALLUM ARCHITECTS

This new, approximately 2,100 SF house will be 
located adjacent to an old quarry pond deep in 
the woods outside the town of West Stockbridge, 
MA. Set into the steeply sloped northern edge of 
the pond, each of the rooms and accompanying 
decks of this two story house are directed toward 
the water to the south. The bifurcated ‘butterfl y’ 
roof system - the narrower section covers the open 
stairway down from the entry and the garage 
while the larger portion sits atop the majority of 
the house - provides protection from the elements 
as well as the summer sun.  Interior lighting and 
winter heating will be provided as much as 
possible by passive solar, while prevailing winds 
will be harnessed to provide supplemental cooling 
in the summer.   The siding and roofi ng will be 
corrugated steel and standing seam steel systems 
respectively. Construction is slated to begin in the 
Spring of 2017.

We took the familiar barn form and stretched it to new lengths. Our clients wanted to leave the fi eld as untouched a 
possible, so all landscape is contained within the 24’ width. The roof is continuous over the 300 foot span, with one gap 
for the pool and associated recreational spaces. The parking and garage are under the covered roof. The two small 
buildings at the two ends house the guest house and the pool house.
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ACADEMY OF MUSIC

NORTHAMPTON MASSACHUSETTS

The Academy of Music Theatre has unveiled an historic gem that has not been seen by the public in a century: a beautiful, 
antique scenic curtain depicting a classic Northampton vista. During the Academy’s auditorium restoration in 2014, theater 
staff discovered a scenic drop curtain stapled to the back of the 1917 cut velvet main drape that still graces the stage’s 
proscenium opening. Once carefully removed from the main drape, a 40’ by 30’ local landscape painting was revealed, 
signed and dated 1913 by Maurice Tuttle, a renowned scenic painter of the time. Mr. Tuttle, based out of Milwaukee and 
New York City, worked as a freelance artist, creating scenic paintings throughout the United States and Canada. He was often 
hired by theatre magnate, Sylvester Zefferino Poli who was heralded as the largest individual theater owner in the world, and 
Jessie Bonstelle, the most successful stock theater producer in the country in the early 20th century. Many of Mr. Tuttle’s scenic 
designs were retained for subsequent Broadway runs of stock productions, including 1912’s premiere of Little Women. He 
worked at the Academy of Music for several seasons in the 1910s, generally as a scenic designer and painter and sometimes 
also appearing onstage.
Through in-depth research, the history of the curtain unfolded. The painting created in 1913 depicts Northampton’s Paradise 
Pond, a crest for the city of Northampton, and, perhaps most intriguing, the distinctive tower of Maynard’s Hoe Shop, which 
burned down just four years later.  The design was painted over top of what had been the original main proscenium curtain, 
a blue-and-white striped canvas decorated in fl oral stencils and hand-painted pinstripes, dating from the building’s opening 
in 1891. Mr. Tuttle repainted it for The Liars, the opening production of the Northampton Players’ second season in October 
1913.  An article from the Northampton Daily Herald recalls the success of the opening night and shines light on the curtain’s 
history: “The Academy of Music was packed to the doors….It was all a great success and the opening of the season has 
nothing but good fortune in the promise it gives. And a new curtain, which was meant to be a surprise, was more than that, it 
was a delight.” The article describes the original curtain’s “striped fadedness,” which the new painting masked, helping the 
Academy to confi rm the identity of its rediscovery.
Even prior to this research, it was immediately evident that the Academy had stumbled upon a stunning and truly unique fi nd 
that had been under everyone’s noses for decades. Curtains Without Borders, a scenic curtain conservator based in Vermont, 
was called in to consult. They noted that this was the largest scenic curtain known to exist on the East Coast and recommended 
it be conserved as soon as possible. Community Preservation Act funds were acquired, allowing the conservation process to be 
completed over two weeks in early August 2016. 
The Academy is thrilled to offer this piece of Northampton history back to the community!

ACADEMY OF MUSIC

HISTORIC PRESERVATION

1913 MAURICE TUTTLE 
HISTORIC CURTAIN REVEALED
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R.W. KERN CENTER
HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE
BRUNER / COTT ARCHITECTS

A 118 kilowatt solar array on the roof exceeds the building’s 
remaining energy demands, making it a net-positive system. 
All the buildings systems are extensively metered, and a 
digital dashboard enables occupant engagement with the 
building’s energy production, water use, and overall perfor-
mance. All diagrams by Bruner / Cott Architects

The Kern Center employs a net-positive water system, capturing, treating, and disposing of all its own water on site. Rainwater is 
collected from the roof and stored in two 5,000-gallon reservoirs adjacent to the building; from there it is processed and treated 
for drinking. Composting toilets use no water, reducing the overall water consumption to just 150 gallons per day. Greywater is fi l-
tered through indoor planters in the building’s central common space, and then out to an on-site constructed wetland of native plant-
ings. As a DEP pilot project, this innovative system has already made an impact on environmental water policy in Massachusetts.

WATER DIAGRAM: PLAN

ENERGY DIAGRAMA BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE
The R.W. Kern Center is a new 17,000 square foot campus 
building at Hampshire College in Amherst, Massachusetts, 
designed to meet the Living Building Challenge. The Living 
Building Challenge is the most rigorous performance standard 
for sustainable buildings, comprising seven thematic perfor-
mance areas and twenty specifi c benchmark imperatives for 
achievement. As a Living Building, the Kern Center is com-
pletely self-sustaining, generating its own energy, capturing 
its own water, and processing its own waste while remaining 
sensitive to its campus and environmental context. 
“The Kern Center is a physical embodiment of [the College’s] 
values and the philosophy that is at the root of our approach 
to education.” – Hampshire President Jonathan Lash

WATER DIAGRAM: SECTION

TM

LIVING BUILDING CHALLENGELIVING BUILDING CHALLENGE

The Kern Center exemplifi es an innovative values-based 
approach to materials selection. Rather than designing the 
building and then choosing compatible materials and structural 
systems, the design team sought out the best available materials 
and designed the building around this palette. Materials were 
selected to meet the intersecting imperatives for local sourcing, 
responsible industrial practices, and avoidance of “red list” 
substances which have adverse effects on human health and the 
environment. Kern is clad in Ashfi eld schist veneer taken from a 
quarry located only 30 miles from campus, and accented with 
a locally fabricated concrete. The building is constructed of 
laminated timber from sustainably forested wood. The interior is 
grounded by polished concrete with local exposed aggregate 
and salvaged red oak planks. 

DESIGNING A LIVING BUILDING
Kern’s sustainable design begins with strategies 
appropriate for a cold climate: passive solar 
orientation, robust insulation, an air-tight envelope, 
exterior shades, and triple glazed windows help 
mitigate against large swings in temperature and 
humidity typical of New England climate. The 
placement of windows and window-to-wall ratio is 
calibrated to provide maximum access to natural 
light for those working in the building. The Kern 
Center’s envelope is designed to maximize thermal 
effi ciency without compromising human health or 
environmental sustainability. The double-thickness 
cavity wall eliminates thermal bridging and employs 
a vapor-permeable moisture-resistant membrane 
and rainscreen assembly to prevent water infi ltration. 
Rather than use traditional insulation, Kern uses dense-
packed cellulose, a safe-to-handle industrial waste 
product with a much smaller carbon footprint. These 
strategies reduce the building’s energy use intensity to 
just 18.2 kilowatts per square foot-—89% less than 
the average campus building. A 118 kilowatt roof top 
solar array exceeds the building’s energy demands, 
making it a net-positive system.
The Kern Center employs a net-positive water system, 
capturing, treating, and disposing of all its own water 
on site. Rainwater is collected from the roof and 
stored in two 5,000-gallon reservoirs adjacent to the 
building; from there it is processed and treated for 
drinking. Composting toilets use no water, reducing 
the overall water consumption to just 150 gallons 
per day. Greywater is collected and fi ltered through 
indoor planters in the building’s central common 
space, and then out to an on-site constructed wetland 
of native plantings.  All the buildings’ systems are 
comprehensively metered. An interactive display 
communicates the building’s energy production, water 
use, and overall performance to occupants and 
visitors.
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INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT THE LIVING BUILDING CHALLENGE   ?
SEE WMAIA PROGRAMS (BACK PAGE) FOR OUR LBC WORKSHOP: 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19TH 6-8PM IN BOSTON

Building Systems will be on display and used as a learning and teaching lab

TMTM
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WMAIA COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENTReCyclingWorks C&D STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS THIS FALL

WMAIA is interested in starting a COTE – Committee 
on the Environment – and we are looking for community 
members who would like to help form and sustain this 
committee. The committee would determine how COTE could 
support professionals engaged in designing and building 
environmentally sound structures and sustainable communities.             
A steering committee met and discussed a preliminary vision 
for this committee, that may include the following, but that 
would be formalized by the committee:
a. Mission: To provide resources to our members and 
our greater community that fosters the development of 
environmentally sound structures and sustainable communities.
b. Goals:
i. Hold monthly gatherings with a focused topic of discussion 
that relates to Green Building and sustainable     
development.
ii. Hold one annual event and continue on alternate years the 
Green Giants program initiated by the West Branch USGBC. 

You can help RecyclingWorks develop best management 
practices for building professionals to increase recycling 
and reuse of construction and demolition (C&D) materials. 
RecyclingWorks is coordinating a series of stakeholder 
meetings that will inform the development of this 
guidance. Through these meetings, RecyclingWorks is 
learning about reuse and recycling of these materials 
from the experience of contractors, architects, C&D 
haulers and processers, salvage outlets, and others 
involved in the C&D waste stream with reuse and recycling 
of these materials.  
Topics for discussion include: 
1. Reuse: Connecting with salvage outlets to capture 
reusable materials. 
2. Source Separation: What materials make sense to 
separate on-site and at what scale of project? 
3. C&D Processing: Best practices for capturing high-value 
materials at comingled facilities. 
Please attend one of these meetings to share your 
experience with these or other issues related to diverting 
construction and demolition materials from disposal.

iii. Coordinate between the AIA, USGBC, NESEA and 
other environmentally focused design/build organizations 
for education opportunities.
c. Committee Members: Possibly 5 to 8 WMAIA 
members, 2 to 3 building industry/trade leaders and 1 
to 2 graduate students.
d. Meetings: Monthly meetings with the exception of July 
and August on the second Tuesday of the month. 
If you are interested, please come to the fi rst meeting, 
check-out the discussion and see if you would like to 
be a part of the committee. This meeting is open to 
the community at large, not just architects; we want the 
discussion and committee to be a cross-section of those 
engaged in the development of the built environment. 
The fi rst meeting will be January 10, 2017 from 
4:30pm to 6pm at Kuhn Riddle Architects in Amherst.                      
Please RSVP to atierney@kuhnriddle.com. We hope to 
see you there!

WESTERN MASS C&D STAKEHOLDER MEETING                                         
http://recyclingworksma.com/events/
western-mass-cd-stakeholder-mtg/                                                                
Date: November 10, 2016   Time: 2:30pm – 4:00pm   
Location: EcoBuilding Bargains, Springfi eld
C&D MATERIALS DISCUSSION AT BOSTON SOCIETY OF 
ARCHITECTS 
http://recyclingworksma.com/events/cd-
materials-discussion-boston-society-architects/                                          
Date: November 30, 2016   Time: 6:00pm – 8:00pm   
Location: Boston Society of Architects
About Recycling Works: RecyclingWorks in MA is a free 
recycling assistance program, funded by the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection and administered 
by the Center for EcoTechnolgy, that helps businesses and 
institutions maximize recycling, reuse, and composting 
opportunities. 
For more information or to add yourself to the event invite 
list, call the RecyclingWorks hotline at (888) 254-5525 or 
email info@recyclingworksma.com. 
Website: www.recyclingworksma.com 
Contact: info@Recyclingworksma.com 
(888) 254-5525
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MASS MoCA

Artist Rico Gatson inaugurates Hall Walls, an annual 
project that gives artists and students the freedom 
to create an ephemeral artwork on the walls of the 
museum. Beginning in October, Gatson and Amherst 
students will work together to create the mural at 
the Mead, to be unveiled in Spring 2017.

THINGS TO DO + SEE IN WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING?

CONTACT DIRECTOR@WMAIA.ORG!

ALEX DA CORTE:       
Through mid-January 2017 
Provocative, puzzling, and 
visually seductive, in his fi rst 
museum survey Alex Da 
Corte’s neon-bright, exuber-
ant works merge the lan-
guages of abstraction and 
modern design with banal, 
off-brand items, ranging 
from shampoo to soda to 
tchotchkes and household 
cleaning supplies. 

LIVING ON EARTH:                       
The Work of Robert Hite
This dual-site exhibition is on view at 
Hancock Shaker Village and Berkshire 
Museum through October 30, 2016.
Robert Hite is an accomplished 
painter, sculptor, and photographer, 
whose work often includes components 
of all three disciplines. He creates 
small-scale structures, dwellings, and 
living spaces, many of which then 
become central to his photographs 
once they are sited in the landscape. 
Hite fi nds inspiration in the ever-
present infl uence of nature and the 
narrative tradition of his Southern 
upbringing. His images have an 
engaging, intriguing ambiance, 
created by the way he captures the 
three-dimensional structures as they 
are placed in nature.

RICO GATSON: HALLS WALLS
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FEATURED ARTISANFEATURED ARTISAN
DOUGLAS THAYER

FLORENCE, MASSACHUSETTS

DOUGLAS THAYER

DESIGN IN CONCRETE + WOOD

DOUGLAS THAYER               
WOODWORKING & DESIGN,  
located in Florence Massachusetts, 
offers unique hand built benches and 
tables made to heirloom standards.
Douglas Thayer Woodworking 
& Design has a long standing 
commitment to socially responsible 
production and conscientious design. 
Thayer incorporates reclaimed and 
local woods with natural concrete 
and metal. From salvaging wood 
used for pickling and wine making in 
South Deerfi eld, MA, to most recently 
developing a line of furniture from 
the IPE lumber that lined the Coney 
Island Boardwalk in Brooklyn, NY, 
Thayer is as creative and careful 
with material sourcing as he is with 
designing and building.
www. http://douglasthayer.com
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SAVE THE DATE: DECEMBER 1, 2016
WMAIA ANNUAL MEETING & AWARDS PRESENTATION

SPONSORED BY PELLA PRODUCTS
LOCATION WILL BE ANNOUNCED SOON! 

WMAIA DESIGN AWARDS
This is a WMAIA Design Awards Year!

Submissions are due by October 21st.  See call for entries 
on our website wmaia.org  Awards will be presented at our 
Annual Meeting on December 1st.  This year we are once 
again partnering with the Western Massachusetts Section 
of the Boston Society of Landscape Architects so there is a 
Landscape Architecture category and a combined Architec-

ture/Landscape Architecture category. 
Start planning your submission now!

If you have any questions, please contact                        
director@wmaia.org

INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT                            
THE LIVING BUILDING CHALLENGE   ?

WMAIA is co-sponsoring a panel discussion at the BSA on   
Wednesday, October 19th 6-8PM that focuses on the       four 

LBC projects in Western Massachusetts:
Bechtel Environmental Classroom, Smith College, Whately, MA

R.W. Kern Center, Hampshire College, Amherst, MA
Hitchcock Center for the Environment, Amherst MA

Zilkha Center for Environmental Initiatives, Williams College, 
Williamstown, MA

For more information visit: http://www.architects.org/pro-
grams-and-events/living-building-challenge  

Registration is required.  2 HSW.

TM


