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NEWSLETTER OF THE WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS CHAPTER

OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

On a chilly Tuesday in February | landed in Detroit for my
first AIA Grassroots event, hosted at the iconic Renaissance
Center designed by John Portman & Associates in 1977
and renovated by SOM in 2000 for General Motors.
Henry Ford II's blockbuster and city-defining landmark
development on the US side of the Detroit River consists

of four octagonal 39-story office towers that surround a

7 3-story cylindrical hotel rising from a square-shaped
podium of mixed uses, including an auto showroom at

the base and a conference center (AIA Guide to Detroit
Architecture). The opening reception was hosted at the
crisply designed Coach Insignia restaurant on the top floor
of the hotel — the space was buzzing with a great diversi-
ty of architects from across the US. It featured a stunning
360 degree view of Detroit and its 19th-century street
plan of monumental avenues and traffic circles that fan out
from the heart of the downtown. Formerly known as the
Paris of the West, Detroit is beginning to rebuild itself on
the solid structure of its architectural heritage and strong
work ethic (the Detroit Land Bank is selling properties with
a minimum bid of $1,000 per Jessica Probus, What it’s
Actually Like to Buy a $500 House in Detroit, BuzzFeed,
5/31/15). On my first evening | ventured out for a Med-
iterranean dinner into the city’s Greektown Historic Dis-
trict, which is home to the MGM Grand casino — an urban
prototype of the future Springfield casino.

The conference itself kicked off with a panel discussion
entitled: “What Cities Need from Architects.” Panel mem-
bers included mayors and municipal leaders from Detroit,
Tampa, Birmingham and Seattle. Cities are reinventing
themselves. They’re reclaiming industrial landscapes and
riverfronts by creating green infrastructure that supports
civic activities and recreation. They're renovating facili-
ties to support technological innovation and small business
entrepreneurship, and they’re working with architects and
planners to engage the public in revitalizing neighbor-
hoods that support local culture and community organiza-
tions.

| was fortunate to attend a workshop on “Strategic Fore-
sight: Connecting Members to Prosperity.” In it, chapter
leaders engaged in frank discussions concerning chal-
lenges in professional practice as well as brainstorming
on how best to position members for success. Key issues
included changing demographics in firms, aging member-
ship, engaging emerging professionals/retaining talented
employees, coping with complexity in project delivery

and technical issues, managing client expectations, the
accelerating pace of change in technology and communica-
tions, and the continued need to educate the public on the
value of architecture. In addition to this workshop, there
were many other high interest presentations and discussions
concerning AlA organization and the most effective ways
of providing value to members. Anyone wishing to read
session materials from various programs should feel free to
email me and | would be happy to share them.

The reception at the Detroit Institute of Arts provided a

beautiful venue for networking and sheer aesthetic pleasure.

The galleries on the lower level were open and offered

a much needed respite from PowerPoint slides! They were
filled with beautiful artworks that fortunately escaped the
auction block during Detroit’s bankruptcy. The final keynote
was an outstanding speech given by Jennifer Granholm,
former Governor of Michigan, who addressed the political
landscape and predicted that states will indeed take action
by rebuilding physical infrastructure and investing in educa-
tion and technological innovation. She received a standing
ovation for her passionate appeal — begging dramatically,
down on her knees - for architects to help rebuild American
cities and abandoned communities.
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AIA Massachusetts (AIAMA) is the state-wide
legislative and regulatory body representing
the three state chapters of the AlA; the Bos-
ton Society of Architects (BSA), AIA Central
MA, and WMAIA. The following is a brief
list of some of the bills currently making their
way through the legislature;

* HB2196 - An Act establishing the building
code coordinating council

* SB122 - An Act promoting the planning
and development of sustainable communities

* SB1747 - An Act combating climate change
— Carbon neutral bill

* SB1973 - An Act providing for the estab-
lishment of a comprehensive adaptation man-
agement plan in response to climate change

* HB2843 - An Act relative to the state build-
ing code — (no more “stretch” anything codes)

These bills can be reviewed in more detail
at https://malegislature.gov/Bills. On the
regulatory front, AIA MA has been asked
to participate on a number of state com-
missions/task forces. Each commission/task
force is tasked with solving a particular
problem related to the built environment.

* Commonwealth of Massachusetts Accel-
erated Energy Program (AEP) —Retrofitting
700 sites encompassing more than 4,800
buildings throughout the Commonwealth in
700 days.

* Boston Survivors Accessibility Alliance
(BSAA) — Helping those who may need as-
sistance with renovations to help transition
to a new lifestyle.

* Blended Building Code

* Architectural Registration Board — New
Regulations

* DPU Interconnection Sub-Group — Dis-
cussing ways in which the utilities can be
more responsive to the needs/schedules of
public and private construction projects.




It was just my luck that the economy was in the dumps in the
Spring of 2012 when | began looking for my first job in ar-
chitecture. Fortunately for Margo Jones Architects (now Jones
Whitsett Architects) the Massachusetts School Building Authori-
ty runs by its own logic. While most firms were cutting back in
2012, Margo’s Greenfield design studio was hiring, and in a
hurry. Two significant projects for the towns of South Hadley
and North Adams had won state approval and were entering
design development in the same period of time.

| was assigned to work on the renovation of Conte Middle
School in North Adams (later renamed Colegrove Park Ele-
mentary School, K-7). A 79,000 sf, four story, yellow brick
structure designed in the Renaissance Revival style in 1916,
the school had been falling into disrepair for many years.
While it sat on an enviable location overlooking Mass MoCA,
its buckling floor boards and crumbling parapets did little to
inspire local affection. City residents loved sharing gruesome
stories with the design team about the leaky roof and the
ghosts in the boiler room.

Fortunately, Margo P. Jones FAIA, NCARB, LEED-AP (Founding
Principal) is not afraid of ghosts. While she lead one team
in unlocking the secrets of Conte, in the summer of 2012, a
second team in the office focused their efforts on pushing the
design envelope of a very different project of similar size
and student enrollment.

South Hadley’s Plains Elementary was a proposed pre-K to
1st grade school that faced an easier political climate and a
conveniently flat, wooded site. Here, where blue sky thinking
was possible, Margo and associate principal Kristian Whitsett
AIA, NCARB, LEED AP BD+C sought to come up with a design
specific to the project context. It is a hallmark of Jones Whit-
sett Architects that we do not recycle designs. Instead, each
project arises from its own analysis of constraints and pos-
sibilities. In this instance, faced with the tight timeline and a
doubling up of document delivery deadlines, Margo and Kris-
tian struggled to free up the necessary resources to devote to
conceptual design. The solution Margo and Kristian came up
with was to do something often shunned by design firms; they
chose to collaborate with other architects.

For the North Adams project, Jones Whitsett divided the
scope of work into interior and exterior, and asked Dietz and
Company Architects of Springfield to focus on the building’s
exterior renovation, while our staff handled new construction,
space programming, interior partitions, seismic upgrades, fin-
ishes, and project management.

Using Revit and a VPN connection both offices worked in par-
allel on the same model. As time passed, consultants joined
the model, linking in their own work in 2D and 3D. Despite the
distance and the ambitious timetable, the extra staff on the
project allowed both teams more time to do archival docu-
ment research, which enabled us to piece together a visual
history of the building which provided a sort of treasure map
we could use during demolition to locate and salvage historic
details.

Like a fun house mirror, the project in South Hadley was
an inverse of the project in North Adams. To support the
design of Plains Elementary, Margo tapped Kevin Fla-
nagan, AlA and Boris Srdar, FAIA, from Seattle’s design
firm NAC. NAC and JWA shared many values, but freed
from the constraints of New England conservatism, NAC'’s
schools are often more formally innovative and success-
fully embrace the gentler northwest outdoors. Egged on
by the collaboration with NAC, and perhaps by Kristian’s
own California sensibilities, JWA achieved a design that
met South Hadley’s expectations without the predictable
references to the traditional red brick schoolhouse favored
by many local school building committees.

Conceived as a coming together of neighborhoods, Plains
is a cluster of sand colored two story forms gathered un-
der two offset ribbon roofs. The abundant use of materi-
als, including stained concrete flooring, porcelain wall tile,
exposed glulam beams, and natural maple woodwork,
relate the interior to the project’s wooded site. At the
playgrounds, ambitiously formed organic berms, water
runnels and tree house-like platforms (designed by Dodson
and Flinker, Landscape Architects) extend teaching, learn-
ing and play into the great outdoors.

Both projects were completed successfully and turned over
to their respective communities in late 2015 with the North
Adams renovation project taking just three months longer
than new construction in South Hadley. Both schools were
well received by the MSBA and immediately surpassed
predicted enrollment figure.

For me the rewarding part was getting to be on hand
when teachers and students began the process of becom-
ing a community in their new environment, especially at
Conte where a small, political opposition had been vocal
throughout design and construction. Once complete, resi-
dents of all ages, including many who had voted against
funding the project, praised the school and appreciated
the effort the architects had made to treat North Adam’s
history with respect.

Two towns, two sites, three design firms. Each school tells a
different story. Where Conte embraces history, Plains em-
braces nature. Where Conte is familiar and traditional,
Plains is playful, organic and unexpected. | don’t doubt
that Jones Whitsett Architects could have completed both
projects without engaging other designers, but | genuinely
believe both projects are better because of the choice
made to collaborate.

Collaboration is never “the easy way.” It's uncomfortable
having to sorting through different opinions and ideas. But
only by working through conflicting ideas can good design
come about. It is a lesson | continue to reflect on as Jones
Whitsett Architects sets out to tackle new challenges.

PLAINS ELEMENTARY SCHOQOL Photos by Dorrie Brooks + Dave Ryan




Belchertown’s Three Villages and a Farm brought the
community together to examine its four primary focal
areas: village center and common, four corners shopping

area, former state school area, and Lampson Brook Farm.

Only coordinated attention to all four areas can create
the synergy Belchertown needs to become a more resil-
ient and strong community.

Three Villages and a Farm is the community process and
report that Belchertown requested when they applied
for a Design and Resiliency Team (DART). This DART was
a joint program of the New England Municipal Sustain-
ability Network (NEMSN) and the American Institute of
Architects (AlA). They build off the success of AlA’s design
assistance programs, with a strong focus on resiliency.

For the Belchertown DART, WMAIA was instrumental in
building support and finding UMass architecture and
landscape architecture students who donated much of the
graphics that made the report a success.

The Belchertown DART brought out nearly 70 communi-
ty members to participate in guiding the future of their
town. A broad range of residents and interests were
represented, and many participants were new to public
discussion. The small group discussion brought out some
serious meaningful insights and concerns during the Mon-
day forum. Farmers, parents with young children, elders,
hunters, accessibility advocates, town officials and more
put together their heads full of ideas and their hearts full
of care for their community to inform the DART team and
to also, and better, learn about and from each other.

Over the past several years, the town has been working
on multiple areas of planning, with different entities con-
centrating on their own areas — the Economic Development
and Industrial Corporation is redeveloping the former
Belchertown State School campus, a citizens group cre-
ated Jessica’s Boundless Playground (New England’s first
fully-accessible playground and exercise area), the school
department is contemplating expansion, the recreation
department is developing more fields, the Department of
Public Works is putting the redesign and reconstruction of
State Street into the state’s funding program, the planning
and health departments have been working on promoting
pedestrian and bicycle access, and the New England Small
farm Institute is planning the legacy of their 400 acres —
all in this same area of town. This DART provided a forum
for all groups to interact and unite their aspirations into a
cohesive vision.

The DART reflected what the community said in their final
report, urging the community take a number of steps
from better defining both the village and the state school,
restoring the common, improving the State Street corridor,
and building on the community’s heritage. It identified
some immediate actions that the town can take to build
momentum.

Another 50 residents came to the final DART presentation
at the end of the three day process. That there would be
such a good turn-out for two evenings in one week is a
sign that people care greatly about the place where they
live. What many people got out of it, besides a sense

of community and vision, are some tangible short-term
recommendations to pursue. With these, the te#n can
proceed with the guidance provided by its own community

members. ) -y
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DART project logo:

Highlighting the unique character of
Belchertown’s three villages + a farm
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How the three villages and a farm fit together Thinking of transportation corridor improvements

Eastern Architectural Representatives
is the New England representative for Firestone Building Products.

What We Offer:

EASTERN P ARCHITECTURAL
REPRESENTATIVES

Solutions for a variety of building envelope
systems including:

e |ow-Slope Roofing Systems

e Steep-Slope Metal Roofing Systems

e Green Building Solutions

e Design & Estimating Services for Tapered Insulation and
Metal Roofing Systems

e Top Quality Roof Hatch, Smoke Vents, Access Doors and
Floor Hatches.

Eastern Architectural Representatives e (866) 533-1010 e eastern@easternar.com




SCOTT TULAY
SPACE IS THE PLACE
works-on-paper
Exhibition
Aptil1—-21, 2016
Gurari Collections
460 Harrison Avenue

Boston, Massachusetts
on8

Gurari Collections is pleased to present an exhibition entitled SPACE /S THE PLACE, by the artist Scott Tulay.

Space, whether in motion, or as a fixed point, energizes Scott Tulay’s drawing explorations. Formulating his point
of view from that of an architect, and influenced by his degree in art history, Tulay breaks with convention in his

spatially defined art. He is an artist-architect who, by day, has to apply rigorous standards in the built world, then,

conversely, he creates imagined otherworldly works of art.

You want a collaborative M/E/P partner.
We understand.

Since 1992, we've worked closely
with the architectural community to
ensure buildings perform the way
they were envisioned.

We know your challenges and
understand your needs.

We're proud to support AlA.

We're proud to support you.
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Berkshire

Committed to our communlty,
_ the co-operative movement,
7 and the arts since 1983

Express yourself!
Briefs, books & manuals
Programs & invitations
Color and b/w digital
Document scanning
Posters and cards

N
il Plus Equal Exchange chocolate &

other €0-0p-, produced goods
0 =

B9 ) herst 413.256-6425

® On the Amherst Town Common

« Next to the Florence Diner www.collectivecopies.com

BEFORE

. Our client wanted to pre-

. serve the cherished at-
mosphere of this beloved
watering-hole, while ex-
panding the program to
include full time service to
the larger community. In
alignment with the long-
term environmental goals of
Williams College, C&H de-
signed extensive envelope
and mechanical upgrades
to accommodate increased
building use, while lowering
the overall energy demand.

Interior Design by
Lorin Starr.

)| I, QARCHITECTS

CHALLENGE 2016

Submit your best work that includes
Marvin Windows and Doors. You could be singled out
for excellence in this prestigious annual event.

MARVIN &

Windows and Doors

To find out more, contact your local Marvin Retailer:

r.k. Miles, Inc.
24 West Street * Route 5 North « West Hatfield, MA
866.446.5820 * www.rkmiles.com

Or reach out to your Western Massachusetts

Marvin Representative:
Stephen Hoyt at 413.923.8321

A {ﬁ or shoyt@awhastings.com

CHITECTSCHALLENGE +« NOW THROUGH APRIL 1, 2016!




BEFORE + AFTER
AUSTIN DESIGN INC.
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This is the fourth major renovation of the brewery
that Austin Design has collaborated with owner Jan-
et Egelston on, going back to 1995. Over the winter
of 2013-14, the fourth and most ambitious re-vi-

| sioning of the Northampton Brewery was launched.

Other than the 2004 sun room and the second floor
dining room, nearly everything was reconfigured,

" updated, and expanded. The bar was moved and

became a free-standing oval with many more seats;
the kitchen was gutted and refitted, adding an open
service area with pizza and rotisserie ovens; the
brewery itself was completely reworked, adding
large windows for day lighting, all-new easily-san-
itized surfaces, room for a canning line and small
tours, and internal viewing from the bar. The roof-
top biergarten was expanded once again and a
spacious full-service covered bar added. The upper
deck now extends out toward Hampton Ave. Over-
head glass doors added to the brewery below help
to establish more of a street presence.

BEFORE + AFTER

AUSTIN DESIGN INC.

Photo: Michael Penney

BEFORE
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DEVELOPMENT & CONSTRUCTION, INC.
|

Every day you
make the built
environment
more efficient,
effective,
beautiful and
sustainable.

Let us help...
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WRIGHT

BUILDERS

wright-builders.com
Northampton, MA

(413) 586.8287

energy retrofits

construction management

additions

Renovation & New Construction
FREE DESIGN CONSULTATION 413.549.7919
110 Pulpit Hill Road, Amherst ¢ integbuild.com
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JONATHAN T. OLANDER

PHOME (413) 586-5608
FAX (413) 586-2376
CELL (413} 537-3601

j.olander@comcast.net

EDWIN L. OLANDER, INC.
P.O. BOX 236
MORTHAMPTON, MA 01081
OLANDERBRICK.COM

ART
Engineering

we build the future.

28 Front Street FL 3 \Worcester, MA 01608
t. 508-797-0323 f 508-787-5130

CREATIVE
Julie Waggoner
Affiliate AIA

jwaggoner@micablue.com
413-665-2280

MicaBlue Creative provides graphic design,
web design, copy witing, and photography to
professionals and institutions in New England
and beyond. Our clients include architects,
newspapers, translation agencies, equipment
manufacturers, libraries, theaters, and lots
of other people who want to add a little color,
sophistication, spice or it to their marketing.

Photography
Jor hitects (top and bottom left)
right)

‘copy writing & editing

Quality, Safety, Experience.

Our people make us more than metal and glass.

www.oto-env.com

0’Reilly, Ta[llznt & Okun
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planning
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MASS MoCA
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land surveying

civil engineering
optical alignment
project management
electrical engineering
structural engineering
mechanical engineering

engineers
architects
planners

50 Depot Street,

Dalton, MA 01226
684-0925 Fax (413) 684-0267
www . hillengineers.com

(413)

3305530

KENT HICKS

cONSTRUCTION co.

Deep Energy Retrofits
Net Zero Homes
413-296-0123




Stone Soup Concrete designs and creates precast artisan concrete objects including sinks, bath tubs, countertops, sculp-
ture, fireplace surrounds and other architectural elements. Stone Soup also specializes in architectural concrete and
resinous flooring systems, and offers full color consultation and design services including 3D modeling. Stone Soup works
throughout the Northeast and can crate and ship nationwide and internationally. They have been making highly refined
precast concrete since 2001. Stone Soup is currently relocating from Eastworks to the Keystone Mills in Easthampton, MA,
and their new 9,500 square foot facility includes a fully equipped form shop, a pour shop, a large curing and finishing
area, as well as a showroom.

Stone Soup works with architects, builders and individuals in a collaborative endeavor to design and create beautiful
and unique items for both residential and commercial settings. Michael Paulson, founder of Stone Soup concrete, says
“It is the relationships we have built with our clients and community that are the foundation of our business. These rela-
tionships and the fun and exciting challenges that we discover with each and every project keep us inspired and running
strong after 15 years in business.” For more information: www.stonesoupconcrete.com

|
All Photos: Stone Soup Concrete
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c&h architects candharchitects.com

S B deS|gn for the next hundred years 113,540 3616

THIS FULL COLOR ISSUE WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF C&H ARCHITECTS
WOULD YOU LIKE TO SPONSOR AN ISSUE? EMAIL EDITOR@WMAIA.ORG!



